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By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;

through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.

A wise man has great power, and a man of knowledge increases strength;

for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers.

Proverb s 24:3-6  NIV

PREAMBLE

 �S �up?  Again, gr eetings a gain in the  wonde rful Nam e of our s oon-co ming K ing, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Back  at ya a gain w ith the la test on  what's

been doing here in this little but awesome part of the Lord's vineyard.  Again, I trust the Lord Jesus will bless you somehow some way with something

from the following material and that you'll pray for some one!

SPRING-SUMMER 2004

DOROTHY K. HEPBURN - Thank you all who had been praying for my Mom .   She passed into eternity on Sunday, March 14, 2004 around 7:45 p.m.

in the arms of my Dad (Charles) with her 3 surviving children (Deb, E d and  myse lf) ,  in- laws and grandchi ldren al l surrounding her as she lef t .  We

look forward to seeing her again.

Born and raised in Vineland, N.J, Dorothy K. attended Syracuse University where she met and fell in love with former Navy serviceman and fellow

student Charles B. Hepburn of Canton, NY. They were married on July 16, 1950.  To say Mom's life was very active is an understatement. She served

in all kinds of school and community groups throughout her Westwood, NJ years and after moving to Lower Makefield, PA she took a job as a

secretary at Rider University in Lawrenceville, N.J.  After retiring from there she devoted her life to spending time with her family, especially her eight

grandchildren.  She loved to cook and entertain, loved traveling with Chuck, playing golf and bridge, gardening and quilting  �  to name just a few things!

She was a member of the Morrisville United Methodist Church, where she participated in the Women's Group (the Elizabeth Circle), as well as singing

alto in the Senior Choir.  She was also a member of the Tri-F Bridge Group and the Lower Makefield Seniors Thursday Morning Bowling Group.

A special note of appreciation to Pastors Sam (and Cindy) Butler, Jr. & Shelton Mercer III, Larry Anderson, D. Kyle Canty and Anthony and Pat

Sangster who came to her memorial service and to all of you for your thoughtful cards, notes and gifts.

WEB SITE MILESTONE - The YUBM Ministries Web site has registered 500,000 visitors sometime during the last full week of August.  It reached

400,000 on Friday, April 1, 2004 (no foolin').  Again, I'm profoundly grateful to the Lord Jesus for the way He's enabled this ministry to "travel" all the

way around the globe.  The site's had visitors from homes, non-profits, educational institutions, commercial enterprises, governmental offices and

military installations.  Wow.

PEOPLE to PERSONALLY PARTNER in PRAYER for

Corey Red 'n Precise - two Christian rapper friends of mine - were featured in a Sep tember 13, 2004 N ew York Times article entitled, "Rappers Are

Raising Their Churches' Roofs" by John Leland.  Praise the Lord for this amazing opportunity.

Denis Jo hnson , Jr. stopped by on July 31st  �  a tremendous surprise and bona fide blessing to see him after all these years (it's been a minute  �

somethin' like 8 years).  He and his wife Rebecca l ive in Rochester, NY, where Denis serves in his church as a worship leader and choir director.  He

was re cently  appo inted to  the po sition o f youth  pasto r there  and is n ow ve ry exc ited ab out bu ilding a  disciple ship-c entere d you th min istry.  His  music

ministry stretches far beyond the four walls of his church  �  a very talented keyboardist and arranger, son puts in about 34.000 miles a year traveling

to differen t ministry ve nues.  Cedric Bolton called July 10th - he and wife Gwen  are ab out to m ove fro m M innea polis, M N to Sy racus e, NY t o beg in

working at Syracuse University this fall (she'll be teaching there and he'll be working in one of the student affairs offices).  Cedric (a.k.a. Blackman

Preach ) has a sp oken w ord albu m ava ilable online , entitled "Th e State o f the Ghe tto Addre ss."

4 YOUNG BULS in NEED of INTERCESSORY PRAYER WARRIORS - H. (16 yea rs old), J. (18 years old) and S. (15 years old).  Two are aspiring

rappers, the third just likes listening to it; one has a father who wants nothing to do with his son, one is in the midst of some difficult family struggles

and all are trying to find their way through life.  Their pain 'n pathos is palpable - they are all connected to a church (but ain't feelin' it) and would rather

be perceived as sons of the street down here than a son of the Street for eternity.  Pray for them.  The seductive siren call of the street is comin' on

real strong these young buls (as well as to the rest of their tribe).  On the flip side is a 15-year-old named Jonathan A. who went out onto the street

and tried to share Christ and got beaten up by a 16-year-old for doing so.  Stand strong, son  �  we praise the Lord for how you stood up for your

Savior against someone who stands opposed to Him  �  and took the beat-down for His Name's sake.  We thank the Lord for you and for the joy you

bring to His heart.  Father God saw w hat went down, saw the p ain it brought, and He will see that this incident brings Him glory.  And yeah, we're

prayin ' for that  16-ye ar-old .  U got t o him  for Him .

PHILADELPHIA MASS TRANSIT EVANGELISTS - Sam H . III (aka Ack D avis ) called to ask you 'n me to pray for him and 3  other brothers ( Elio,

Eric 'n Josh ) as they roll through Philadelphia's SEPTA transit system, doing the work of evangelists and apologists (and Sam as a discipler).  Been

talkin' w ith son  over th e pas t week  or so c once rning th e stron g call th e Lord  Jesus  has p laced  on his life   �  Sam 's been  given  some  mad d dyn amic

apologetic approaches that he's been  deployin' on the Broad Street line and elsewhere.  Enc ouraged him to start writing 'em down, bec ause they're

astoundingly good.  Yo . . . pray for these men as they share Christ, doing the work of the ministry out there on the front lines. Turns out that after Sam

'n Ryan  got out th ere and  were ea rnestly ca tchin' the e ars of ride rs on the  El, Sam  found h imself on  the verg e of gettin' b usted for  "disorde rly condu ct"

(even though nobody was complaining).  A transit cop cuffed son (his hands behind his back holding his Bible), but let him go after they got him out of

sight of tho se witne ssing the  "takedo wn."PATERSON ( NJ )  NEWS - Walter Holmes called a couple of times in the past couple of months  �  he's a

new D ad, lookin ' to buy a h ouse a nd going  back to s chool to fin ish up his s tudies an d beco me a te acher.  H e finally ma de it out to L os Ang eles to

catch a Lakers game.ÿÿÿÿTalked with Kemett Timms for a while about the music business and shared stories from our faith pilgrimages.BIRMINGHAM,

AL - surprised and delighted by a phone call  from Pastor Stephen Manyama on Memorial Day.  We weren't able to talk too long as an emergency

came  up, but lon g enou gh to lear n that his y ounge st son, Bahati  (now in college) has come into his own in developing a very promising ministry as a

Christian  rapper. 

Maher Salhani, a former student of mine at the Center for Urban Theological Studies, was featured in an article in the Philadelphia Inquirer entitled

"He Trie s to Con vert Mu slims" wh ich looks a t the dyna mic ope n-appro ach m inistry of Rev. Luis Centeno.  Impressed with Maher's testimony

(recounted in the article), I invited him to come in as a guest lecturer for my "Apologetics for the Urban Yo uth Context" Masters level class at Eastern

Unive rsity's C amp olo Sc hool fo r Socia l Chan ge ba ck in Ja nuary  of 200 3.  Luis  came  with him  and to gethe r they le ft a pow erful im press ion with  their

presen tation. 

NEW YORK, NY - Had the joyous opportunity to meet with Paul Jackson (Kelvin 's young er brothe r) during a  trip to NYC  during th e last wee k of May . 

Paul was in one of my youth groups in Paterson years ago, and has really gotten around since I'd last seen him.  He is the publisher of "The Harlem

Times" and has an office at 53rd and Madison Avenue in NYC.

JOY & PRAISE MAGAZINE - Philadelphia, PA - Wil Crew 'n his crew at Joy & Praise Magazine published an article in the Spring / Summer 2004



issue entitled "Hep's Spiritual Take on Hip-Hop Culture."  [ Wil and some team members from the magazine interviewed me several months ago and

also sat in on a CUTS class, whe re  the four photographs were take n.]   The issue's feature article is on NFL player Troy and Tommi Vincent and

there are also articles featuring Rev. Dr. Alyn Waller (Pastor o f Enon T aberna cle Baptis t Church ), Dr. Rev. W. Wilson Goode (former mayor of

Philadelphia) and Vanessa Elise Baker (2003's Miss New Jersey USA).  Here's a link to the magazine's Web site:

http://www.joyandpraise.org/html/flash/magazine.htmlÿÿ Thanks, Wil, for your ministry to us at the Center for Urban Theological Studies and we pray the

Lord's best for you and yours as you co-labor with Him.

MARY KOHN'S HOME GOING CELEBRATION - Paterso n, NJ - M ay 20.  Mary Kohn, beloved  wife of Pastor Alvin Kohn and mother of good

friends Gerald Dial, Edwin and Shawna, gradua ted into glo ry on Th ursday , May 13 th.  She w as 84 ye ars old an d was s uch a ble ssing to so  many . 

The Kohn family was one of the first to welcome me into their home after I moved to Paterson years ago.  Take your rest, Mother -- we'll see you

again.

PURSUITS and PERAMBULATIONS during the SPRING and SUMMER of 2004

LABOR DAY WEEKEND RETREAT - Streamside Conference C enter - Stroudsburg, PA - Septem ber 3-6, 2004. And ya don 't stop!  This was the 23rd

anniversary of a retreat that's been thoughtfully and lovingly put together by Rev. Ed and Ellen Carwheel.  We especially enjoyed the preaching

ministry o f Pastor Samuel L. Butler (as well as  the minis try of his de ar wife, Cyndy) and the  music m inistry of Bro. Zeffro Gaskins (as we ll as his

wife Carla ).  It was also a great time to catch up with some folks I don't get to see all that often.  That would be folks such as Sis Dorothy Jenkins,

Rev. Denis and Cheryl Johnson, Sr., Dickson and Margaret Kungu, Bea Stocker, the Wards, the Webbs, Dale Schoenwald, the Brown

families, Sis. Joyce Sacher, Sis. Mercedes Thompson, Sisters Vanessa and Erma Ballard, Shabi and Clinton (both from South Africa), Hattie

Burgess, Virginia Reardon and many others.  It was again my honor to lead in praise and worship (along with Mary and Robin ) and d o a little

speaking at an early Sunday morning lakeside communion service.

2004 MAINE COAST VACATION - Spent about 8 days camping out again in the Maine woods on the "Quietside of Mount Desert Island" at the end of

Augus t.  This time  I had m y 12-yea r-old nep hew, Spencer M. with me, so it was a different vacation from the ones I've spent in the past (more active /

less re flective ).  This w as his fir st time  to the s tate of M aine a nd I'm  glad to  repor t (altho ugh h ardly s urprise d) that  he fell in  love w ith the p lace.  W e did

lots of beachcombing, island exploring, biking through Perkins Cove and Bass Harbor, slept in the car twice on top of Mt. Agamenticus (on our way up

to and then on the way back from our key destination, Mount Desert Island).  Did some fishing (didn't catch anything) took "Hummer" out onto Long

Pond and then into 3 different harbors (Bass Harbor, Northeast Harbor and Bar Harbor).  Got quite a distance out into the sea.  Spencer used a kayak

that Sue McIsaac (the owner of Quietside Campground) graciously lent us for the week.  Oh, what a thrill (again) to be able to answer the "call of the

sea."ÿÿ We must have traversed about 15 miles+ of blue water off M.D.I.  It's an exciting (and eerie) thing to see 2-foot-wide reddish-purple jellyfish

floating a fo ot or two b eneath  the ocea n surface  and to co ntinue fee ling the inte rnal hea ve expe rienced w hile riding th e ocea n's swells  �  weeks  later! 

Cool.

Spen cer wa s a bit sh ook b y a VE RY lar ge fish  that pa ssed s ilently u nder h is kaya k  �  shad es of P salm 1 07:24   They  saw th e wor ks of th e LOR D, His

wonderful deeds in the deep.  Did some souvenir hunting/gathering, had lobster 3 times (that would be me, not Spencer)  �  twice at 2 Bar Harbor

restaurants and once as take-out from a lobster shanty in Kennebunkport).  Spencer tried it but didn't really care for it, although he did bravely pick a

live one up out of a tank and then cautiously placed it back in without incident.  Cooking out at the campsite was a treat and a lot of fun: can't beat

having scrambled eggs, bacon and grits  �  or hotcakes (sometimes with blueberries)  �  and blueberry-flavored New England coffee for breakfast

made in the Maine woods.  Dinner was either hamburgers or gri lled cheese sandwiches, along with fresh Maine corn-on-the-cob, or eat ing at some

fast-food joint up in Ellsworth.  We discovered peanut butter and tortillas for lunch by observing another visitor making one at Bass Harbor Light and

found some raspberry-flavored and blueberry-flavored honey sticks.  Even had a glass of blueberry soda!  Ever try teaberry leaves?  Found some at

the campground and marveled at the fragrance.  Every night ended with a roaring campfire (as well as one during our first morning there), as Spencer

loves starting 'em.  Don't forget the roasted marshmallows, which allowed us to end almost every evening with a sugar high.  Mosquitoes?  Numerous

and aggressive but deter-able with DEET or smoke from the campfire.  Weather?  Fantastic!  Bright and sunny everyday (except for one overcast day)

 �  sever clear as the pilot would say  �  and it only rained the morning we had to leave.  Saw 4 lighthouses: Nubble Light, Portland Head Light, Bass

Harbor Light (represented in the animation above) and the Bear Island Light (outside of Northeast Harbor).  What a treat to wake to either the mournful

sound of the Bass Harbor Light foghorn off in the distance, or the sound of the campground's chickens and rooster clucking and crowing in a little ways

away (sometimes they'd come over to visit our campsite to see what they could find in the ashes of the previous night's campfire.  While exploring Bar

Island I determined to completely submerge myself in the somewhat icy ocean waters and after wading out a bit from shore managed to discover

afresh why Maine locals say that only tourists try to go swimming.  T'was refreshing indeed.  Had a good supply of fresh Maine blueberries (brought

some home) as well as some pure Maine maple syrup.  Found an old wooden lobster trap in excellent condition for $5.00, and at a really great

antiques store in Southwest Harbor I bought a 3rd (annual) hurricane lamp.  Enjoyed our somewhat regular runs to the Southwest Food Mart and

occasional of f- island trips to Wal-Mart.   [ As Spencer was wi ldly wheeling a shopping cart  alongside me through Wal-Mart 's ais les, we suddenly came

upon a woman in a wheelchair who looked directly at me and stated rather matter-of-factly: "Like you never did that when you were young."  That spun

my he ad a bit! ]  Sa id it last year, a nd I'll say it aga in: vacation s really do n't get any  better tha n this.  Tha nk You , Lord Jesus, for allow ing us  this

awes ome  oppo rtunity a nd priv ilege to  witnes s the a weso me g lory of Y our w ork in c reation  and fo r the th e grac e and  favor Y ou ga ve us in  going  on this

exped ition.  

CENTER FOR URBAN THEO LOGICAL STUDIES  - taught Postmodern Urban Culture - Philadelphia, PA - August 2-19, 2004.  Great class!

FELLOWSHIP ALLIANCE CHAPEL  - taught the Friday night singles ministry Bible study (covering Genesis 3) in Medford, NJ - August 13, 2004.  But

not after first d oing an in adverte nt explora tion of the P ine Barre ns of Sou th Jersey   �  which is to  say I got re ally lost trying  to find the c hurch. 

GREAT COMMISSION CHURCH - spoke about discipleship at my church's a.m. worship in Rosalyn, PA - July 18, 2004.

PRINCE D.A. BROWN'S NAVY RETIREMENT CEREMONY - July 16, 2004 at the Navy Memorial in Washington, D.C..  It's been a long minute since

I'd last seen Prince -- he was one of the first young adults from Philadelphia I had met while working at Camp Streamside back in the early '80s (which

was pro bably the  last time I h ad see n him).  G ood to ca tch up w ith him for th is movin g cerem ony, and  to mee t his wife, Bonn ie and h is 16-y ear-o ld

daughter Candace.  Also surprised to see Jon Ad ams, Sr.  there (turns out he and Prince go wa y back) as well as a host of Prince's family memb ers

who I haven't seen for a while.  Just to give you some insight into the kind of person Prince is, a captain at the ceremony told the story of hearing a

plane flying  extrem ely low ov er the Na vy Anne x (which  is next to th e Penta gon)  �  the place  where  Prince w as work ing that da y, Septem ber 11, 2 001. 

Then there was the sound of the explosion.  Orders were given to evacuate the Annex and people were told to go home immediately.  Not Prince.  He

went over to the Pentagon crash site and helped with the triage units until late into the night.  He then came back the next day to help out and was

later sent to Dover Air Force base to help families through the difficult of identifying their loved ones killed in the Pentagon plane crash.  Whew.  Was

also able to spend some time  with my sister Deb and her husband Jim .

TRUE LIGHT FELLOWSHIP CHURCH - 2004 Y outh Co nvention  ("STAN D") - Philad elphia, PA  - July 14, 2 004.  Ha d the go od opp ortunity  to speak  to

a group of young people on the topic, "Only the Strong Survive: Understanding the Street's Value System 'n Makin' It Work for You."  Thanks, Sis.

Tramaine Hawkins (did I spell your name right?) and Youth Pastor Duane Pinnock for the priv ilege of m eeting w ith your yo ung pe ople.ÿÿ
 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP EVANGELISTIC CHURCH - Philadelphia, PA - July 6-9, 2004 - I was privileged to present some evangelism training (

"The G ospel / Th e Street" S emina r) for the 2n d year a t this great c hurch o n the 23 00 block  of Clearfie ld Street in N orth Philad elphia.  Th anks, Bro. Al,

Min. K evin O . and all the  saints wh o turned  out for 4 n ights of m aterial relatin g to how  to more  effectively m inister to tho se in hip-h op / stree t culture.  

Was really glad Hal was a ble to ta g alon g for th e last se ssion.   Pleas e pray  for this y oung  bul.



FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of HIGHLAND PARK A.W.A.N.A. CAMP - Skyc roft Co nferen ce Ce nter - M iddleto wn, M D - Jun e 18-2 0, 200 4.  On ce ag ain

the crew from F.B.C.H.P., led by Sis. Debbie Crabbe, Bro. James Graves, Dea. Ed Harrison, Sis. Janice Edwards and a host of other adults (and

an impressive group of ministry-minded teenagers), led the A.W.A.N.A. camp ("A Workman Approved, Not Ashamed") for children from kindergarten

through  to the 7th  grade.  It w as (as us ual) an e ndearin g time an d I had th e hono r of helping  out with th e praise a nd wor ship.  (Kenny T. was ab le to

tag along as well.)  [One other noteworthy "perk"ÿÿat the A.W.A.N.A. camp: being able to get back to playing some serious ping-pong with some serious

comp etition.]  I nstea d of he ading  back to  Philly rig ht awa y, Ken  and I h eade d dow n to m y sister  Deb's  and J im's) h ouse  in VA to  celeb rate F ather's

Day with my Dad.

CROSS MOVEMENT M INISTRIES BOARD MEETING / STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSIONS - Philadelphia, PA - June 11-12, 2004.  The Board of

C.M.M . (The Ambassador, the Phanatik, Zack Ritvalsky and myself (along with administrators Cathy Beech and Kim Gordon) met for four hours

to discuss matters regarding the restructuring of the ministry (as being distinct from Cross Movement (the rap group).  After a break fro dinner we went

back t o the C .M.M . office to  strateg ize un til midn ight, an d then  for abo ut 10 h ours th e nex t day.  W ith Zac k capa bly takin g the h elm a s interim

executiv e director  of the m inistry, we w ere able  to lay out a n amb itious and  exciting stra tegic gam e plan for  the rest o f 2004 a ll the way th rough to

2008.  Thanks for praying for us.
 

BUILDaBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL ( INSTITUTE for the CHURCH and COMMUNITY ARTS )  - presented a  workshop  on "Urban Y outh Culture" -

Philadelphia, PA - May 19.  A big  �THANK YOU � to Eastern University �s Prof. K-lee Johnson and Dean  Vivian N ix-Early  for the opportunity!

NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC CONCERTS - NYC, NY - May 19.  Traveled up to New York City again (2nd trip this month) and met up with niece

Melissa to hear th e NY Ph ilharmo nic tackle C harles Ive s' "Gene ral William  Booth E nters He aven" a nd com plex "Sym phony  No. 4" (at L incoln Ce nter). 

I'm a very avid fan of this early 20th century New England composer's transcendental, prophetic, modern/postmodern compositional style, and it was a

delight to watch the orchestra and choir go at this material.  These 2 pieces are laced with church hymns, folk songs and marching band tunes thrown

together in a polytonal, polyrhythmic, poly-sonorous mix that somehow seems to address and answer the big questions of life.  On May 27 I went back

to Lincoln Center to attend both the orchestra's somewhat pedestrian open rehearsal (in the morning) and excellent performance (in the evening) of

Charles Ives' "Three Places in New England" (plus works by Stravinsky and Ravel).  In between I was able to meet and have lunch with Paul Jackson

and got to visit briefly with my niece Melissa at her job (just down the street from Paul's location).

FAITH CHAPEL REFORMED CHURCH - On May 16th I had the delightful opportunity to speak (and even spill a few verses) at one of the churches I

spentt many years at when I lived in Paterson.  I bless the Lord Jesus for the stuff He's doing at this fellowship led by Pastor Raymond D. and Mona

Timms.  Got to see some folks I haven't seen for a minute  �  Tanya Crawford, Tyrone Timms., Kim Orr, Kemett Timms, Jermaine Floyd, Delores

Hagan s, Pastor Eric F arrar, Dexter (the  drumm er), Lola Patte rson, Tom  Page, an d man y others .  Talk of so me kind  of a reun ion is in the a ir. 

What a joy that would be!

CENTER FOR URBAN THEO LOGICAL STUDIES  - Philadelphia, PA - Spring 2004 semester - finished teaching Introduction to Youth Ministry,

Found ations of C hristian Th ought a nd Go spel Stud ies : Luke .  Overall, it w as a goo d sem ester, bu t it was also  filled with a lot o f home  goings (a  faculty

member, several faculty member's and student's close relatives) and not a few other major crises in the lives of many connected with CUTS.  Thank

you for praying!

"THREE SECONDS IN THE KEY"  - NYC, NY - May 1.  Traveled up to New York City with Mike M ajor, Jr. and met up with Melissa (niece ) to see  this

timely and thought-provoking off-Broadway play about a woman suffering from Hodgkin's Disease, her 9-year-old son (both basketball fans) and the

New Y ork Knick s.  I had a fe eling it wou ld hit the m ark in wh ere I'm a t right now , and it did n ot disapp oint.  The  upsho t of the story  is that you  need to

keep moving when you're in the paint (the most competitive and combative place [under your opponent's basket]), lest you be penalized and forfeit the

ball to your opponent.  Was also sobered to see (for the first time) the hole at Ground Zero as the PATH train from Hoboken rolled into the

recon structe d Wo rld Tra de Ce nter sta tion, ha lf-circling  the ex cavat ed ca nyon  awaitin g con structio n of the  9/11 m emo rial.

YOUTH NIGHT  �  NEWARK BIBLE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH - Newark, NJ - March 26, 2004.  After going through a couple of really difficult weeks

after losing my Mom, I was abundantly blessed to be invited to come and speak to the saints packed out at this vibrant house church led by Pastor

Bert Baker.  Had an incredibly joyous time bringin' the Word to a highly receptive 'n attentive crew of young people and adults and was thrilled to hear

what the Lord's been doin' up in this spot.  They got some really on-point youth leaders workin;' there, lovin', listenin' 'n leadin' a fantastic bunch of

sharp yo ung pe ople, ma ny of wh om co me ou t of hom es whe re other fa iths are pr acticed.  W hat a joy, w hat a joy, w hat a joy  �  even in th e midst o f a

seaso n of gre at sorr ow  �  to inter act with  the Ne wark b rother s 'n siste rs on a  ques t for the  Real.  F ather G od's re ally got  it goin' o n, don 't He?  C an't

wait to go back!

FALL-WINTER 2004-05 UPDATES

Edwin Scott  - Yet ano ther you ng broth er goes  out into ete rnity while g ivin' a go at th e "gam e."  Whe n I first started  meeting  the youn g peop le of South

Cam den, I fo und m y hea rt hit time  and a gain w itness ing the ir coura geou s, cha racter ed atte mpts  to face  the wa r being  wage d aga inst the m.  Ou t of all

those yo ung pe ople, Edwin (Eddie) was one who burdened me the most.  I was saddened to learn that he was only 25 years old when he was

gunne d down  on Sep tembe r 1, 2004  by an un known  assailant w ho sho t him in the  chest at th e corne r of Ferry  Avenu e and F ilmore S treet in So uth

Cam den, N J.  Me morie s of him  reach  back to  the tim e whe n he w as ab out 15  or 16 y ears o ld and  he wa s involv ed in th e prog rams  at Sou th Cam den's

Fellow ship H ouse  (right a round  the co rner fro m wh ere he  died).  E ddie w as the  go-to f un du de wh o ma de ev erybo dy sm ile or lau gh, bu t it wasn 't all

that hard  to see a p rofound  sadne ss just ben eath the  surface.  Anthony W. called to tell me about Eddie's murder  �  he had greeted Eddie in passing

only 4-5 hours earlier and when he came back through, he found the corner where Eddie was standing taped off as a crime scene.  Once again (and

again...and again...and again), a family, friends and a comm unity are left hollowed by bullets; saddened and ma ddened by yet anothe r son / brother /

uncle / nephew / grandson gettin' suddenly ushered out (of season) into eternity  �  ahead of the "normal" time.  Grievin' for another lost son, Eddie:

another young Black male goin' for the gamblin' green of the game but losin' it all as red rivulets of his own life's blood ebbed outta him on a

hard-scrabble South Camden street corner.  How long, O LORD?  Gonna miss him, Father, and I know I gotta trust 'n wait on You to reveal the "whys"

of this not-s urprising b ut hearta che-indu cing trage dy.  
 

CAN YOU GUESS the SOURCE of the FOLLOW ING QUOTE?   "I think we n eed to p ay mo re attentio n to boys .  I think we'v e paid a lo t of attention  to

girls for  the pa st 30 ye ars, an d we h ave th is idea in  the Un ited Sta tes tha t boys  can ta ke car e of the mselv es.  W e've ra ised th em to  be tota lly

self-reliant, starting really too early.  They need the nurturing that all humans need.  And I think that there are a lot of life skills that we teach girls but

we don't teach boys.  We a ctually have neglected boys."  Not only do boys no w attend college at lower rates than girls ... but "they're the ones who are

in trouble, who have been adjudicated, who can't read, who are not doing well in school and drop out in frustration and embarrassment.  A lot of times

they're the ones with the drug and alcohol problems."  How do we reach them?  You begin in the home with parents ... and you can also reach them

through programs such as Boys & Girls Clubs or Big Brothers Big Sisters, and even through athletic coaches.  "I'd love to work with coaches on ways

we could be tter mentor bo ys."  Laura Bush, in a Parade magazine interview with Lyric Wallwork Winik, January 16, 2005, p. 5.  Interesting, huh?

PRESENT PURSUITS and PAST PERAMBULAT IONS during the FALL and WINTER of 2004-05

STREAMSIDE YOUTH RETREAT - Stroudsburg, PA - January 21-2 3, 2005.  It's on again.  The youth retreats that used to be held on  the regular a

numb er of yea rs ago h ave stare d up ag ain after a  long hiatu s, thanks  to the pe rsevering  efforts of Rev. N ate 'n E lsie A dam s and  Bro. J errick  (Sr.) 'n

Jackie Croston.  Even though the weather people forecasted a blizzard over the weekend (which indeed happened), the retreat went on  �  and oh,

what a fantastic time we had.  Pastor Shelton Mercer ("Merc" from Philadelphia Bible Fellowship at Chew Ave. and Fairhill St. in the Olney section of

Philadelphia) brought God's Word to about 50 or so teenagers plus counselors and staff gathered from 7 churches in the Philadelphia area, and even



thoug h it was  cold, sn owy a nd win dy, a re ally wa rm tim e was  had b y all.  Wo nderfu l to see  this eve nt start  back u p aga in, and  I for on e am  hopin g it

will continue on for years to come.  Had the good opportunity to assist in the worship 'n praise element of the retreat, and even though we didn't have a

drum set, 15-year-old Jon Adams still was able to provide some beats: via human beat-boxing.

ASSE MBL ING th e NAT IONS S UMM IT - Wilming ton, DE - J anuary  15, 200 5.  A grou p of hip-h op artists g ot togeth er at Prais e to the K ing Minis tries to

discuss b uilding a m inistry coalition .  Good to  see som e cats I ha d met o r had be en in con tact with on ce befor e: Hak RAW (youth pastor of

P.T.T.K .M.), Pastor Nailah B. Gilliam and Skeez (a rapper I had met once before when he and King Cyz rolled through Philly a couple of years ago)

and a co uple of m embe rs of the ra p crew, Frontlynaz along w ith severa l others inv olved in yo uth minis try.  The P hana tik spoke about the genesis of

the Cros s Move ment, Ron Tinsley (one of th e co-con veners ) also spo ke and  we all look in' forward  to getting b ack toge ther to tak e the ne xt step. 

CHRIST LIBERATION FELLOWSHIP YOUTH MEETING - Philadelphia, PA - January 14, 2005.  It's gonna take a bit more time before I write about

the great time I had with C.L.F.'s youth group (led by good friend Sis. Pat L ittle and the great team of youth leaders she's assembled) at 65th and

Lansd owne. 

TIMOTHY ACADEMY CHAPELS - Philadelphia, PA - January 7, 2005. Had the wonderful privilege again to speak to 2 chapels ((Kindergarten through

4the grade and then 5 through 8) on Samuel's receptivity to the word of the Lord in a time of spiritual malaise.  During one of the chapels the

statement was made, "Jesus said, 'I am the light of the world.'  He also said, 'You are the light of the world.'  How can both of those be?"  A 3rd grader

named Luis  respon ded, "Be cause J esus lives  in us."  Wo w.  Out o f the mo uths of ba bes.  Th ank you , Bev T uttle ,  for invi ting me in from t ime to t ime

to share.
 

CROSS MOVEMENT MINISTRIES PASTORS' LUNCHEON - November 30, 2004. One of the on-going outcomes of the Westminster conference (see

below) was a follow-up pastors' luncheon w hich was held at the First Presbyterian Church of G ermantown.  Thirty-four or so pastors and  ministry

leaders heard from the Ambassador and C.M.M. executive director Zack Ritvalsky and had the opportunity to me et with a good turnout of mem bers

from Ph iladelphia's  Christian h ip-hop co mmu nity. 

EASTERN UNIVERSITY - covered Prof. Calenthia Dowdy's "Urban Youth Ministry" class - St. Davids, PA - November 9, 2004.

MANNA BIBLE INSTITUTE STUDENT & ALUMNI RETREAT - Quarryville, PA - October 29-31, 2004.  Yet another great gathering of the saints at

Black Ro ck unde r the direc tion of Sis. Maria Goode-Burton, Sis. Winni Mercer, Sis. Cleonia J. Walker and the  rest of the  Mann a Retrea t staff. 

Rev. Steven Lawrence  �  back for a second year with his engaging process-oriented presentational style  �  brought us some thought-provoking

material in line with the theme, "Behind the Veil: In the Holy of Holies."  Again, I had the  privilege of assisting in leading the worship 'n praise portion,

along with Evangelist Cheryl Johnson with the re treat cho ir (which a gain did a  fantastic job ).  

FELLOWSHIP ALLIANCE CHAPEL  - taught the Friday night singles ministry (S.A.L.T.) Bible study again - Medford, NJ - October 15, 2004.

"CONTEXTUALIZING without COMPROMISING: A Case Study in Reaching the Hip-Hop Culture"  October 8-9, 2004.  What a ground-breaking

and fantastic time!  This was the 2004 two-day Student Missions conference held at Westminster Theological Seminary in conjunction with Cross

Move men t Minist ries an d Roc k Sou l Ministr ies.  Th e prog ram  �  desig ned to  initiate a  dialog ue be tween  hip-ho p and  the the ologic al aca dem ic

community  �  consisted of three plenary sessions (addresses on contextualization and apologetics by W.T.S. professors John S . Leonard  [Practical

Theology Department] and Dr. William Edgar [Apologetics Department], and the third ( "Hip-Hop as a Context for Christian Living") by Cross

Movement lyricist William Bra nch (Th e Amb assado r).  There were also a repeated series of four simultaneous breakout sessions led by members of

the hip-hop community (Rasoo l Berry  [from the Imp act Movem ent] did "The W orldview of Hip-H op," Eman uel Lam bert, Jr. [a .k.a. Da' T .R.U.T.H .] did

"Messag e-Centered  Outreach v s. Method-C entered O utreach," Shai Linne did "Using Hip-Hop to Teach Doctrine" and Ron Tinsley and Brady

Goodwin, Jr. [a.k.a. The Phanatik] did "Strategies in Reaching the Culture") and the conference w rapped up with panel discussion with all presenters

responding to questions from conference participants.  I was given the honor and privilege of being host and facilitator for the conference, capably put

together by Cross Move ment Ministries executive director Zack Ritvalsky, Cathy Beech, Kim Gordon, W.T.S. Student Missions Fellowship's Sam

Boyd  and W.T.S. Dean of Students Jerry McFarland.  A big "THANK YOU" also to J. Stafford Carson, Executive Vice President at W.T.S. for your

vision and  help in brin ging this e vent to fru ition.   

MORE PEOPLE to PERSONALLY PARTNER in PRAYER for

Kenny Thompson is having an interesting first year at McKendree College out in Lebanon, Illinois.  Not getting a whole lot of playing time as yet, but

he is on the team that's coached by Harry Statham, who now holds the national record for 4-year college basketball wins. Be patient, K.  Stay strong!

Denis 'n R ebecca  Johnso n, Jr. (from Rochester, NY) were here in Philly for a few days to attend the funeral of their uncle.  Amazing and

encouraging to hear what the Lord Jesus has been doing in their lives (they've been married for 2 years after meeting in college).  Denis is leading

both the youth and music ministries at their church (affiliated with Bish op Jo seph  L. Ga rlingto n's  Reco nciliatio n! Min istries In ternat ional (b ased  in

Pittsbu rgh, P A) and  it soun ds like th ere ar e som e really  exciting  things  going  on in th e Roc heste r fellow ship.  T o give  you a n idea  of Den is' form idable

keyboard skills, he was once personally asked to accompany Donn ie McC lurkin  (muc h to De nis' initial c onste rnation ) and w as ab le to sta y with h im

for the whole set!  That may not mean a lot to some folks, but to those who are familiar with McClurkins' music, that's sayin' a whole lot about Denis'

musical ability.

PRAYER PRE-VIEW  

DeVOS URBAN LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE - I ask you to pray for a brother who's doing som e awesome  urban ministry in Wilmington, DE.  He's a part

of the current DeVos Urban  Leadership Initiative and has asked me to m entor him for the next year  �  a profound privilege and an hono r.
 

CENTER for URBAN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES - - teaching "Contemporary Adolescent Culture" (MIN 319C) and "Ethics" (PHI 112C [as an

independent study]) - Philadelphia, PA - Spring semester 2005.

J.A.M. YOUTH RETREAT (First Baptist Church of Highland Park) - Fredericksburg, PA - February 18-20, 2005 

MARCH MADNESS YOUTH REVIVAL - Christian Union Church - Philadelphia, PA - March 13, 2005.

NEW LIFE BIBLE INSTITUTE RETREAT - Schroon Lake, NY - March 18-20, 2005.

The GOSPEL / The STREET Seminar - Wilmington, DE - April / May, 2005.

 �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Thank you   �  each of you  �  for your faithful love, interest, prayers, patience  and supp ort,
 

His  �n yours, with m uch love  �n respe ct, HEP

Bob H epbu rn / YUB M Min istries / 56 02 N. M asche r Street / P hiladelp hia, PA   19120  / 215.54 9.0844  / hep@ yubm .org / www.y ubm.o rg  

AIM International / P.O. Box 178 / 135 W. Crooked Hill Road / Pearl River, NY 10965-0178 / 1.800.254.0010 / 845.735.4014

All of this  inform ation is  availab le at the  YUBM  Ministrie s Web site, alon g with lo ads o f picture s, soun d clips, m ultime dia files, e tc., as w ell

as updates on all that �s been goin � on (or about to go on). Visit www.yubm.org to access what I couldn �t fit here on these printed pages. &:


